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Title of Project: Wombstories 

PARTICIPANT INFORMATION SHEET (PUBLIC PARTICIPANTS)

You are being invited to take part in a research project. Before you decide, it is important for you to understand why the project is being done and what it will involve. Please take time to read the following information carefully and discuss it with others if you wish. Ask us if there is anything that is not clear or if you would like more information. Take time to decide whether you wish to take part. 
1. Why is the project being conducted?

Wombstories is part of an MA Art Science project Womb with a View that explores issues around women’s health and gender inequality in health. Wombstories seeks to gather personal stories of the womb.
We all either have a womb or have come from one. We may have experienced issues with our own womb directly or have indirect experience of a womb impacting the life of someone close to us. The Wombstories project seeks to gather these stories to show what an important organ the womb is, and the impact that it has on all our lives. 
These stories will then be used as an inspiration to create artwork for exhibition display that explores issues around women’s health and gender inequality in health. 

2. Why have I been invited to take part? 
[bookmark: _Hlk145505492]You have been identified as a potential participant because you responded to either an exhibition display, a recruitment email or social media post, or you heard about the project through word-of-mouth.  
You should only take part if the following conditions apply to you:
· [bookmark: _Hlk103072519]You are over 18 years of age. 
· The topic might be considered sensitive because of the personal nature of your Wombstory, and you need to be comfortable in writing about your experiences with your own womb or indirect experiences of a womb. 

3. Do I have to take part? 
No, you do not have to take part. It is up to you to decide whether to you wish take part. You can ask questions about the project before deciding. You can stop being part of the project at any time, without giving a reason. You may leave the project by pressing the ‘Exit’ button/ closing the browser / closing the app, before you submit your story.
 
4. What will happen to me if I take part? 
Participation is entirely voluntary and will take place via the Wombstory project website (using your phone, tablet, laptop or PC): http://www.wombwithaview.co.uk/wombstories. Your particpation is anonymous. 

You will first be asked to fill in a short form before submitting your Wombstory The form includes questions that will ask you about your understanding of what the project involves and asks for your consent to take part and for your story to be used to create artwork. It will also ask for your permission for non-identifying ad-verbatim quotes from your story be used for in conjunction, or as part of the artwork when it is displayed. Please consider your privacy when writing your story so that nobody can oversee your answers.  

Once this form is completed you will be invited to submit your Wombstory which can be up to a few paragraphs long. 

The form should take a few minutes to complete, and you are able to take as much time as you need to write and submit your Wombstory.

Once you have written your Wombstory you will be asked if you would like to provide your contact details if you are interested in being interviewed further about the project and to discuss the artwork created from your Wombstory. This is optional. Follow- up interviews will be audio recorded and anonymised. 

[bookmark: _Hlk145506180]Submitting the form implies your consent to take part in this project. 

5. [bookmark: _Hlk145511010]Are there any possible disadvantages or risks in taking part?
Participation in this project should not cause you undue distress, and if the topic is difficult for you, we ask that you use your discretion in deciding if you want to take part. 

You should not take part in the project if you think the topic of the Wombstory will be too distressing for you or may led you to reflect on emotional issues or lead to low mood. 

With this in mind we have provided links to a number of support services below. If this project has negative effects on you, please seek help and advice from:
 
Resources and Support
· LJMU Student Support (LJMU students only) https://www.ljmu.ac.uk/discover/student-support
· Endometriosis UK https://www.endometriosis-uk.org/
· ​Tommy’s: The pregnancy and Baby Charity https://www.tommys.org/
· ​Menopause Support UK https://menopausesupport.co.uk/
· ​Human Fertilisation and Embryology Authority https://www.hfea.gov.uk/contact-us 
· British Fibroid Trust http://www.britishfibroidtrust.org.uk/Resources/factsheets.php 
· MASIC Foundation https://masic.org.uk/

6. Are there any benefits in taking part?
[bookmark: _Hlk145510575]While there are no immediate benefits for those people who take part, it is hoped that by sharing their stories participants can feel part of a wider project and they will also have the option to be contacted later on if they want to take part in a discussion about the artwork that was inspired by their story. 

7. [bookmark: _Hlk99554179]What personal data will be collected and what will happen to this?
The information you give us, or that we collect from you, from which you can be identified (e.g. from identifiers such as your name, date of birth, audio recording etc.), is known as personal data. 

[bookmark: _Hlk145511813]Participation in the Wombstories project is anonymous and does not require the collection of personal identifiers, unless you choose to give your contact details (email address and name) to be contacted later for a follow-on interview to discuss the artwork inspired by your Wombstory.

We will keep all information about you safe and secure. The investigator will have access to your contact details should you choose to disclose them for future contact. 

You can object to our processing of your data and you have the right to ask us to access, remove, change or delete data we hold about you for the purposes of the study if you decide not to remain anonymous. The personal data collected will include:
· [bookmark: _Hlk145511919]Contact details: With your agreement, we would like to store your contact details so that you may be contacted about opportunities to take part in follow-on interviews. You may be contacted periodically to ask whether you would like to opt-out of receiving communications about future opportunities.

8. [bookmark: _Hlk145513197]Will the project be published? Could I be identified from any publications or other outputs?
The findings from the project may be written up for an MA Art in Science dissertation and exhibition (physical or on the project website).

We will not use direct identifiers in our reports and will aim to exclude any indirect identifiers that may give clues to your identity. We do ask your permission to use direct quotations as part of the project, but we will always aim that participants should not be identifiable in any outputs. 

The investigator will work with those participants who decide not to remain anonymous in an attempt to minimise and manage the potential for indirect identification of participants and will seek explicit consent from you ahead of any publication if the investigators think there is the potential for you to be indirectly identifiable and if you have given your contact details (i.e not participated anonymously)  

9. [bookmark: _Hlk145513413][bookmark: _Hlk99554233] Data Protection
Liverpool John Moores University is the data controller with respect to your personal data and as such will determine how your personal data is used in the project. The University will process your personal data for the purpose of the project outlined above. Research/evaluation is a task that is performed in the public interest. Further information about your rights with respect to your personal data is available from the LJMU Privacy Notice for Research Participants (https://www.ljmu.ac.uk/legal/privacy-notice-and-cookies/external-stakeholders-privacy-policy/research-participants-privacy-notice). The LJMU Data Protection Officer can be contacted via email: DPO@ljmu.ac.uk.
[bookmark: _Hlk99554278]
10. Who has reviewed this project?
This Project has received a favourable ethics opinion from an LJMU Research Ethics Committee.  Research Ethics Committee Reference Number: 260209LJMUACIREC18

11. Who do I contact if I have a concern about the project or I wish to complain?
[bookmark: _Hlk145513361][bookmark: _Hlk103072004]If you have a concern about any aspect of this project, please contact the lead supervisor Mark Roughley and we will do our best to answer your query.  You should expect a reply within 10 working days.  If you remain unhappy or wish to make a formal complaint, please contact the Chair of the Research Ethics Committee at Liverpool John Moores University who will seek to resolve the matter as soon as possible:
Chair, Liverpool John Moores University Research Ethics Committee; Email: FullReviewUREC@ljmu.ac.uk; Tel: 0151 231 2121; Research Innovation Services, Liverpool John Moores University, Exchange Station, Liverpool L2 2QP

12. Further information and contact details 

Principal Investigator: Elizabeth Longwill (LJMU postgraduate student) 
LJMU Email address: E.J.Longwill@2024.ljmu.ac.uk 
LJMU Supervisor: Mark Roughley 
LJMU Supervisor email address: M.A.Roughley@ljmu.ac.uk   
 LJMU School/Faculty: Liverpool School of Art and Creative Industries  
LJMU Central telephone number: 0151 231 2121
Please consider retaining a copy of this information sheet for your future reference. 
Participant information sheet Version No. 1 Date: 02/02/2026	Page 8 of 8
image1.gif
W LIVERPOOL
) JOHN MOORES

UNIVERSITY




